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February 8, 2022

Dear Itasca 10 Families,

On February 6th, two letters were sent; District 10 Parents & Staff and Additional
Information/Legal.  I would like to highlight two key points:

● Itasca School District 10 will be maintaining its existing COVID mitigation
strategies, including requiring masking for everyone.

● In the meanwhile as our local metrics have improved we have been working
on our plan to consider an “off ramp” for some mitigations, such as universal
masking, based on factors that include the prevalence of the virus in our
schools and the community, and other layered mitigation efforts that help to
keep students and staff safe.

As a school community, we are asking for your support, patience and understanding as
we do that work. Please remember prior to last week we came off a stretch of very high
covid incidence for our schools. In that time we almost had 200 cases which well
exceeded all of our cases in total for the prior two years. We were doing everything we
could just to stay safely open for in-person instruction. This was hard and was a
tremendous amount of work by our teachers and staff.

In working in cooperation with our teachers, I will be presenting a plan to the Board of
Education that allows for the choice of phased masking with a “recommended but not
required” stage based on local school and community metrics while protecting the
safety of our staff and students. We are discussing and evaluating our plans as two
important hurdles have been met from our initial plan from this summer:

1. Students have had the choice to be vaccinated this last fall (it is not
required).

2. We have seen a significant downward trend in school and community
metrics in the last two weeks and seem to be past higher community and
school incidence.

We need to address one more hurdle moving forward. Currently, we are under the
Governor’s EO which requires masking. We continue to support that. We are,
however, hopeful that as litigation is resolved, guidance may support local control to
return to the Board of Education in the future. It is also possible that legal guidance and
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EO may change the requirements for masking. Future guidance may support the usage
of local school and community metrics. In preparation for these possibilities we are
working on evaluating and sharing our plans with those metrics.

Additionally, please note that today some parents gathered on school grounds regarding
masking before school.  Please keep in mind the following:

● Protests may not impede the entry of students and can not occur on school
property. The front sidewalk in front of the schools and entryway sidewalks
is considered school property. Parents may gather across the street from
Peacock and Franzen. For Benson this would be on sidewalks to the east
or west of our parking lots but not in front of the school.

● We also know that some parents have posted videos on social media of
children entering our school buildings, videos that may include children that
may not be their own during drop off at the school building. This is not
appropriate. Going forward, please be advised that videos and pictures will
not be allowed to be taken on school district property.

I have also unfortunately received feedback from some parents and teachers that
children were concerned about these gatherings. Our hope and expectation is that,
while adults will continue to debate differences, we all respect the safety and well-being
of the young children of our district. As we have been advising, the District’s mitigation
measures are still in effect, including the requirement for all students, staff and visitors in
our buildings to be masked. These mitigation measures are essential to keeping our
community members healthy and our schools open. When a student is not wearing a
mask the educational staff will be glad to offer them one. We have and will continue to
offer that choice to our students and welcome all of our students to attend school. In
the event that they choose not to wear a mask, we may provide a separate, supervised,
learning environment to receive synchronous and asynchronous standards based
instruction. This is not a quarantine and students are included in lunch and outdoor
recess with their peers as masking is not required then. We are happy to return your
child to his/her classroom as soon as he/she adheres to mitigation requirements and
wears a mask. Otherwise, your child will remain in the separate learning environment
or you can come and sign him/her out for the day.

We understand that this period has been challenging but we have worked through it
together as a school community and our hope is that we can continue on this path. The
Board is continuing to review all of its options and will make an informed and thoughtful
decision about mitigation measures with community input as we move forward.

Thank you,

Craig Benes, Superintendent


